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affiliations, and other social ties, and try to see how
these relationships affect one another and determine
the co-operative life of the small community. From
this centre the investigation will radiate out following
the personal relationships into other units in adjacent
villages, economic linkage and social co-operation.'*l
A village is a community characterized by its being
an aggregate of households on a compact residential
area, separated from other similar units by a consider-
able distance (this may not hold good in some parts of
China where households are scattered), organized in
various social activities as a group, and possessing a
special name of its own. It is a da facto social unit
recognized by the people themselves.
A village as such does not enter formally into the
new administrative system in China—Pao Chea2—
which is artificially created for certain specific purposes
(VI-5). Since this system was introduced to Kaihsien-
kung only in 1935, it is very difficult to say when these
de jure units, through increasing administrative func-
tion, will cause a shift in the existing de facto groupings.
But at present, in actual practice, the Pao Chea system
is still largely a formality. Thus the unit of our study,
the aim of which is to understand the life of the people,
must follow the real existing functioning unit—the
village.
To take the village as the unit of study at the present
stage of investigation, does not mean that it is a self-
contained unit. The inter-dependence of territorial
groups, especially in economic life, is very close in
Chiua, It can even be said that the Chinese people
* Op. tit., English Abstract, p. 435.
1 Chinese terms are transcribed in this book following the conventional
W#de system. But for special local terms, broad phonetic transcriptions
are wsed, and,printed in italics. In phonetic transcription, I adopt/ as

